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fold better way in a ten minute paper, is simply an outrage on u long-suffering 
section. We grant that papers are rather an excuse tor getting together in a 
social way, but object to such a lame excuse. 



CURRENT LITERATURE. 

A Guide for the Microscopical Investigation of Vegetable Substances ; from the Ger- 
man of Dr. Julius Wilhelm Behrens: translated and edited bv Rev. A. B, 
Hervey, A. M., assisted by R. PI. Ward, M. D., F. R. M. S. " Pp. xv, 466. 
Boston : S. E. Cassino & Co. 1885. 

During the two years in which Behrens's " Hilfsbuch " has been before the 
German-reading public, its merits have become so well known that there is need 
in this notice only lo say a few words concerning the translation which, so long- 
promised, has at last appeared. 

The first glance at the book is very disappointing, because it shows a work 
elaborately bound, printed on stiff, heavy paper, and therefore utterly unsuited, 
as far as the publisher's skill can make it, for a "guide," the necessary idea of 
which is that it is to be always at hand and convenient for reference and study. 
Messrs. Cassino & Co. have published a number of valuable books within a few 
years, on which an almost universal criticism has been that they were not got- 
ten no in a style suited to the subject matter of the book. This has been nota- 
bly the case with Brooks's Invertebrate Zoology, Trelease's (Foulsen's) Botani 
cal Microchemistry and Penhallow's Vegetable Histology. The present volume 
adds another to the list. When will publishers learn to adapt binding and 
paper to the book and cease to sacrifice the book to binding and paper? 

The work of the translator has been well done: the only criticism that is 
to be offered is that there has been unnecessarily close adherence to the German 
idioms — a fault, however, which interferes only with the smoothness of the Eng- 
lish and for which the translator begs pardon in advance. 

The work of editing has been too thoroughly done: indeed so many have 
been the interpolations and changes that were it retranslated Dr. Behrens would 
hardly recognize his own book. In some instances the additions have been 
valuable; in others they have been unnecessary, and injudicious in so far as 
they increase the cost and size of the book without correspondingly increasing 
its value. 

To those not familiar with the work, it may be said that the most valuable 
part of the book to botanists is the last three chapters, which treat respectively 
of the preparation of microscopic objects, microscopical reagents, and the mi- 
croscopical investigation of vegetable substances. Of these three, the last is 
especially important, not only because of the text itself, but by reason of the 
very complete bibliography which accompanies it. 

Notwithstanding the sins of omission and commission on the part of the 
publishers and the high price of the book, it is one which every botanist en- 
gaged in histological work ought to have at his hand. 

Catalogue of the Flora of Noble County, Indiana. By W. B. Van Gorder. Pp. 52. 
The author, Rome City, Ind., 1885. 

We have in this catalogue the first attempt to gtt together a list of the flora 
of Noble county, and though necessarily incomplete, is a move in the right di- 
rection. No State east of the Mississippi river has had so little published in 
regard to its flora; a condition of things that sadly hampered the authors of 
the catalogue of the flora of the State when getting together their list in 1881. 
Mr. Van Gorder has been an assiduous collector, and in three years has added 
nearly thirty species to the list of the State, all from two or three of the north- 
eastern counties. The present catalogue is creditable to his energy and zeal. 



